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dogmas of religion. Every one admits that re-
ligion is losing ground. Yet no one dares
imagine that dogmas will return in their offensive
aspects. Such an eventuality would appear illogi-
cal, as a movement backward. Religions, to
exist, must make a compact with independent
thought. But the latter, while spreading through
the religious domain, destroys all its principal
foundations. Belief in Paradise or in Hell, the
essential tenets of all dogmatic religion, vanishes
in proportion to the distance that science thrusts
back the limits of the heavens, and increases the
number of worlds. The man of the present day
knows that the various species of animals living
around us exceed two millions, and that the va-
rieties of plants registered by the botanists attain a
total of about three hundred and fifty thousand.
Science has inflicted deadly wounds ' upon the
childish pride of man. He no longer dares con-
sider himself the only privileged being in the midst
of the myriads of worlds and of beings, the greater
part of which still escapes his comprehension.
Convinced that the earth is only a drop of mud in
the vast economy of the Universe, the modern
man no longer poses as an only child of a divine
combination. His boundless ambition turns from
the heavens, which humiliate him. He seeks